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Left neglected, parents of
autistic kids write to min

Jaikrishnan.Nair
@timesgroup.com

Kottayam: As the world ob-
serves International Day of
Persons with Disabilities on
Sunday, pledging support to
this year's theme ‘Leave no
one behind’, Kerala's harsh
reality is that it falls terribly
behind when it comes to
bringing autistic children to
the mainstream.

Now, parents of around
100 autistic children undergo-
ing training at an autism cent-
re here has approached the go-
vernment requesting to ex-
tend a helping hand. They ha-
ve written to the education
minister in thisregard.

INT'L DAY OF PERSONS
WITH DISABILITIES

Most of the schools in the
state that boasts of high litera-
cy rate are reluctant to admit
autistic children, in spite of
the rule that directs the insti-
tutions to take in such Kids.
The schools are also expected
to have special trainers for au-

g

A child undergoing training at a
centre for autistic kids. The six
year old will have to join a normal
school for further improvement

ned in occupational therapy;
speech therapy, individual
education programme, beha-

viourtherapy and psychology
for such kids.

Also, the state does not ha-
ve solid data on autistic child-
ren.

kids many rights, education
concessions and employment
opportunities.

"Majority of these child-
ren are confined within the fo-
ur walls of their house or spe-
cial schools. They are side-li-
ned and are never given a
chance to mingle with other
children of their age,” says Dr
Jameson Samuel, occupatio-
nal therapist and child psy-
chologist. He also pointed out
that most centres to train such
kids could cater to them only
till the age of six. “The child
will have to join a normal
school and mingle with the
students of his age for further
improvement,” Samuel, who
also runsa centre, noted.

Renymol, mother of twin
boys shared her agony: “The
Kids are as good as, if not bet-
ter than, any other child. But
schools are not ready to admit
them,” she said. Her kids are
six years old now and it is for
them 1o join a normal school.
Ajith K E, who hails from Thi-
ruvananthapuram, has tra.
velled across the state tofind a
8ood training centre for his fi-
ve-yearold boy "It's a reality
that we are lagging far behind




